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and the Russian not until 1908. But by 1911 both countries
recognized the desirability of extending their alliance by
a Naval Convention analogous to the Military Convention,
In the spring of 1912, upon the initiation of the Russians,
negotiations to secure this took place in Paris between army
and navy officers of both countries. They resulted in the
secret Naval Convention signed on July 16 by Admirals
Aubert and Lieven and by the Naval Ministers, Delcasse
and Grigorovitch, and confirmed by an exchange of notes
between Sazonov and Poincare a month later, upon the
latter's visit to Russia. It declared; "The naval forces
of France and Russia will cooperate in all the eventualities
in which the alliance contemplates and stipulates the Com-
bined action of the land armies." It also provided in time
of peace for the preparation of this cooperation by means
of conferences at regular intervals between the Naval Staffs
of the two countries. The protocols of these subsequent
conferences are not given in the French Yellow Book, but
their substance has recently been revealed from the Russian
archives. They dealt with the development of Bizerta as
a naval base for the French and Russian fleets, for its con-
nection with Sebastopol by wireless telegraph and for secret
naval codes. In general it was agreed that naval domina-
tion was to be secured by France in the Mediterranean, by
England in the North Sea, and by Russia in the Baltic and
Black Seas.
When Poincare visited Russia in August, 1912, one of
his main topics of conversation with Sazonov was the closer
cooperation of the naval forces of the Triple Entente. He
confided to Sazonov, according to the latter's report to the
Tsar, that "although there does not exist between France
and England any written treaty, the Army and Navy Staffs
of the two countries have nevertheless been in close con«
tact. This constant exchange of views has resulted in the
conclusion between the French and English Governments

